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Snake Bites





Snake bite is an injury caused by a bite from a 
snake, often resulting in puncture wounds 
inflicted by the animal’s fangs.

➢ The presence of two puncture wounds indicates a bite by a poisonous 
snake. In the case of a non-venomous snake bite, small puncture wounds are 

seen arranged in an arc.



FANG MARKS: Classically, two puncture 
wounds separated by a distance varying 
from 8 mm to 4 cm depending on the species.



The effect of the snake bite depends on:
 The species of the snake.

 The amount of venom injected.
 The area of body bitten.

 The general health of individual.

Venom injection effects:
 Local effects (at the site of the bite).

 Systemic effects (spreads through lymphatic & circulatory 
systems).

 Secondary infections (due to tissue damage & 
contamination).



Types 
of 

toxins

Cytotoxins 
 disrupt blood vessels, 
cause swelling & tissue 

damage.

Myotoxins
 break down muscles.

Hemotoxins 
 affect blood.

Neurotoxins 
 paralysis or nervous 

system damage.



1- Signs:
Signs vary depending on the type of snake and 
the amount of venom injected 

 Common signs include: 
 Puncture wound at the site of the bite.
 Pain/ redness/ swelling.
 Bruising / local tissue damage.

Bites from vipers & cobras may be extremely 
painful with local tissue becoming swollen and 
tender within 5 minutes. 



2- Symptoms:
Nausea. 
Vomiting. 
Diarrhea. 
Sweating. 
Difficulty 
breathing. 
Vertigo. 
Fainting.

In severe cases, snake bites can lead to 
paralysis, convulsions, organ failure, and even 
death if not treated promptly



3- Management:

• Anti-venom is an immunoglobulin purified from the serum or plasma of a horse 
or a sheep that has been immunized with the venoms of one or more species of 
snakes. 

• If anaphylactic shock occurs, STOP it and give adrenaline

• If respiratory 
distress or bulbar 
paralysis 
mechanical 
ventilation

1) Encourage the victim to stay calm to slow the spread of venom. 

2) Remove any tight clothing or jewelry near the bite area as swe ling may occur. 

3) Immobilize the affected limb [keep it at or slightly below the level of the heart]. 

4) Clean the wound with soap and water (do NOT apply ice or attempt to suck out the venom). 

5) Apply a bandage[use firm pressure; should NOT cut off circulation]. 

6) Seek medical help(do not catch the snake but try to remember its color and shape). 

7) Anti-venom, hydrocortisone, antihistamine or epinephrine auto-injector Monitor vital signs.

<in case of an a lergic reaction or the type of snake is unknown>

Monitor vital signs





”Watch on YouTube”

https://youtu.be/ymdzYuZWsko?si=Wo87SEIEkFxXrGf8



Scorpion Stings



• Scorpion stings may cause 
cutaneous conditions. 

• The anatomical part of the scorpion 
that deliver the sting is called a 
telson. 

• Most of the scorpions are dangerous 
to humans





Signs & Symptoms :
1. Immediate pain at the sting site, which can range from mild to 

severe. 
2. Swelling, redness, and warmtharound the sting area.
3. Numbness or tingling at the site of the sting. 
4. Muscle twitching or jerking (myoclonus). 
5. Sweating, restlessness, or agitation. 
6. Abdominal cramps, nausea, or vomiting. 
7. Difficulty breathing or swallowing 
8. Increased heart rate or blood pressure / irregular heart beats 

(arrhythmias). 
9. In severe cases, symptoms such as convulsions, drooling, blurred 

vision, or loss of consciousness may occur



Management : 
Encourage the victim to stay calm to slow the spread of the venom. 

Clean the site of the sting with soap and water. 

Apply a cold compress to the area. 

Elevate the area [to the same level of the heart]. Use an antihistamine or corticosteroid on the affected area. 

Over-the-counter pain reliever(e.g. acetaminophen) to reduce the pain. Monitor the symptoms. Anti-venom 

treatment • epinephrine auto-injector <in 
case of an a lergic reaction or

the type of scorpion is 
unknown>

• Do NOT cut into the wound or apply 
suction. 





Bee Stings 



A bee sting is commonly known as a sting from a bee { honey bee, 
sweat bee, and bumble bee }. 
The sting from most of these species are quite painful. 

It is important to differentiate a bee sting from an insect bite.

It is also important to recognize that the venom or toxins from 
stinging insect is quite different.

The sting injection of apitoxin into a victim body is accompanied by 
release of alarm pheromones, a process which is accelerated if the bee 
is fatally injured.



Signs & Symptoms : 
❖ Bee stings can produce different reactions, ranging from temporary pain 

and discomfort to a severe allergic reaction. 

 Redness/ Swelling / Itching around the sting area. 
 Sharp burning pain in the stung area. 
 A small, whitespot where the stinger punctured the skin. 
 Possibly anaphylactic shock.



Management :
If the sting is embedded in the skin, hold a pair of tweezers 

close on the skin, grasp the sting and remove it. As bee stings 

react to acid, they can be treated by applying some ammonia 

or soda. Once the stinger is removed, pain and swelling should 

be reduced with a cold compress. Many traditional remedies 

have been suggested for bee stings including damp pastes of 

tobacco, salt, baking soda, meat tenderizer, toothpaste, clay, 

garlic, urine, copper coins, aspirin, onion. For anaphylactic 

shock; Use an epinephrine auto-injector.





Thank you!


